TTCA Summer Reading

English 11 (2022-2023)
A child who reads will be an adult who thinks.
“Once you learn to read, you will be forever free.” ~Frederick Douglass

English 11 (2022-2023)
You may communicate with Miss McDivitt using the following methods:
❏ Email: smcdivitt@twintiersca.org
❏ Text: 607-215-2651
“The man who does not read good books has no advantage over the man who can't read them.” ~(attributed to)Mark Twain
Summer Reading Checklist

Due Dates

❏ Get parent permission for any book you choose.
❏ Choose a book that meets the requirements below.
❏ Fiction book.
❏ Never read before.
❏ Did not start reading the book before June 15, 2022.
❏ At least 250 pages long.
❏ Books must be fully read in order to qualify as completed.
❏ Movie/TV show books are not allowed. Please research ahead of time.
❏ Research both the book title and the book’s author on imdb.com. Be sure
to ask your parents for permission to use this website.
❏ At your reading/grade level. Your reading level may not be the same as your
grade. Choose a book that is slightly challenging for you.
❏ 11th grade reading level: Lexile: 1250-1590 (End of 10th/Beginning of
11th)
❏ Website to Help Find Books Lexile Level:
https://hub.lexile.com/find-a-book/search
❏ Can’t find your book on the website above? Use this link:
https://hub.lexile.com/analyzer
❏ Both physical and digital books are allowed.
❏ The book must be brought to school the first week and for your
presentation.
❏ Read your book.
❏ Completely read your book by the first day of school.
❏ Have your parents sign an accountability sheet declaring you have read the entire
book before the first day of school.
❏ While you read, complete your Important Quotations handout. The handouts with
instructions and the rubric are included in this packet.
❏ I’ve included a literary terms list.
❏ Use your literary terms handout on Google Drive.
❏ (Optional) Select 4 books for SSR this next school year.
❏ See the attached handout.
❏ Fill out the SSR checklists for each book.
❏ (Bonus) Complete Summer Reading Bingo. Handouts attached.
❏ 1 Membean pass per completed row. Must provide evidence for each box in the
row.)

★ Book fully read by the
first day of school.
Bring and leave the book
at school the first day
(due 9/7).

★ Permission Slips: Bring
these on the first day of
school for full credit.

★ 20 Quotation Handout:
Bring your finished
handout the first day of
school (due 9/7).

★ (Optional) Tasks: Turn
those in on the first day
of school(due 9/7).

“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.” ~ Dr. Seuss
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Before Reading
Parent/Guardian Permission
Because God gave your parents the responsibility of caring for your body, soul, and mind, they must give
their permission to read the book’s content and affirm this book is at your reading level.
Title of Book: ___________________________________________ Author: _________________________
*Parents, before you give your permission, I recommend double checking that your student has chosen a
book that matches the criteria in the instructions. Please note that most young adult novels are trying to
normalize cultural norms.
*Parents, here are some websites that might help you research the appropriateness of your child’s book
choice.
❏ Content:
❏ Pluggedin.com
❏ Commonsensemedia.org
❏ Goodreads
❏ Amazon
❏ Reading Level/Lexile Number
❏ https://hub.lexile.com/find-a-book/search
❏ Movie
❏ https://www.imdb.com/

Parent/Guardian Signature: __________________________________________________________________

After Reading
Parent/Guardian Accountability
To the best of my knowledge, my child finished the above-mentioned book before the due date. I believe
they have read this to the best of their ability.

Parent/Guardian Signature: __________________________________________________________________
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Summer reading provides an opportunity to enhance your reading skills and enjoy books that you’ve
selected. To prepare for the new school year, you will be required to read one book over the summer, and
complete the following assignment.
For your chosen book, you will record at least 20 significant quotes (see the graphic organizer attached).
Each entry should include a quote, the page number on which it is found, and a two-to-three sentence
analysis of why the quote is significant. For example, the quote might capture a key moment within the
plot, reveal the personality of a major character, or include well-crafted figurative language or important
symbolism. Or the passage may inspire thought, draw an emotional connection, or have a personal
connection to your own life. Whatever the reason, explain why the quote matters and/or your reason for
selecting it. The quotations should be kept in the order in which they appear in the book.
Be sure to include page numbers for all evidence that you collect. Your evidence should be thoughtful and
thorough, as you will write an essay (later this year) over your reading, using your recordings to help
support your claims.
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Terminology to Remember
Antagonist: A force that is the source of conflict in a literary work
Central Idea: The universal truth found in the story (ex: No matter what obstacle comes before you, it is important to
always persevere). After reading a passage, ask yourself the question, “What did I learn about life?” This will become
your central idea.
Characterization: The manner in which an author develops characters and their personalities. The two methods used
are direct and indirect. Direct characterization is when the author tells the audience directly. Indirect characterization
is when the reader must determine character traits through the character’s speech, thoughts, effect on others, actions,
and looks (STEAL).
Claim: Your opinion on a certain topic (ex: The United States should not require citizens to vote).
Conflict: A struggle between two or more opposing forces. The two types of conflict are internal (a struggle within) and
external (with an outside force).
Dialogue: Direct speech between characters in a literary work
Diction: Word choice to create a specific effect (choice of words)
Figurative Language: Language that uses words or expressions with a meaning that is different from the literal
interpretation. This includes the following:
● Metaphors- a comparison made between things which are not alike (ex: The classroom was a zoo)
● Simile- a comparison using like or as (ex: The water well was as dry as a bone)
● Personification- when something that is not human is given human-like qualities (ex: The leaves waved in the
wind)
● Imagery: Language that appeals to the five senses (smell, sight, taste, touch, or hearing). For example: It was
dark and dim in the forest. – The words “dark” and “dim” are visual images.
● Irony: A figure of speech in which words are used in such a way that their intended meaning is different from
the actual meaning. The three types are verbal (usually sarcasm), situational (opposite of what you expect to
happen actually happens), and dramatic (when the audience knows something the character does not).
● Symbol/Symbolism: A figure of speech where an object, person, or situation has another meaning other than its
literal meaning (ex: a heart symbolizes love, a dove can symbolize peace)
● Allusion: A brief and indirect reference to a person, place, thing, or idea of historical, cultural, literary, or
political significance (ex: Don’t act like Romeo in front of her—‘Romeo is a reference to Shakespeare’s Romeo’)
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Flashback: The method of returning to an earlier point in time
Foreshadowing: Hint of what is to come in a story
Mood: Element that evokes certain feelings in the reader
Plot: Sequence of events in a literary work
Point of View: The vantage point or perspective from which a literary work is told. This includes:
● 1st person POV- The narrator is a character in the story (use of ‘I’)
● 3rd person POV- The narrator is outside of the story (use of ‘he’ ‘she’ ‘they’)
Setting: The time and place of a literary work.
Sources: A number of texts that are used to write a response (when something is source-based, it means you are using
the texts provided to find examples in order to write an essay).
Stanza: Group of lines forming a unit in a poem.
Suspense: Technique that keeps the reader guessing what will happen next.
Tone: The author’s attitude toward the subject of a work. It stimulates the readers to read a piece of literature as
serious, comical, spectacular or distressing.
Difference between mood and tone: Mood = what the readers feels…Tone = the author’s attitude.
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SSR Handout
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SSR Checklist for (Name): ________________________
Book Title: ________________________
1.

2.

Quarter: 1 2 3 4 (Circle One)
Author: __________________

Have you ever read this book before?
a. Yes
b. No
c. Other:

11. I understand that I am only allowed to give 1 book talk
a day.
a. Yes, I understand.
b. No. Please help me understand.

Is your book a fiction book? (Fiction= not real)
a. Yes
b. No
c. Other:

3.

What is your book’s reading level (lexile number)? (Use
https://hub.lexile.com/.)

4.

My parents/guardians are okay with the book that I've
chosen to read. Please get your parent signature
indicating that they are okay with the content in your
chosen book:
Parent Signature: _________________________

5.

My book is a…
a. Physical book
b. Digital book (You need to talk to Miss
McDivitt about this. Write me a private
comment and let me know.)

6.

How many pages does your book have? (Be sure to
check what page it starts and ends on. Be sure to
read/count the prologues and the epilogues.)

7.

Does your book have any pictures or blank pages?
a. Yes
b. No

12. I understand that if I cannot convince Miss McDivitt
that I read the book, I will not receive credit for reading
it. I also understand that I can use notes while reading
to help me during my talk.
a. Yes, I understand.
b. No. Please help me understand.
13. I understand that I am only allowed to give a book talk
over a book that I've finished.
a. Yes, I understand.
b. No. Please help me understand.
14. I understand that (if we are in-person) I must have the
book with me to do the book talk.
a. Yes, I understand.
b. No. Please help me understand.
15. I have done all of the following. Circle all that apply.
a. Researched my book on imdb.com by author
and title.
b. Researched my book on Wikipedia by author
and title to see if there is a movie/tv show
linked to this book.

8.

How many weeks do you have to read this book?
______ How many pages do you need to read a week to
finish this book (# of pgs divided by # of weeks to
read)? ______

9.

I understand that I have to convince the teacher that I
read this book by answering specific, detailed questions.
a. Yes, I understand.
b. No, I don't understand.

16. According to my research, my book is…
a. A book with a movie/tv show. I understand this
means the book is only worth 150 pgs, which
means that I will get a D- unless I finish
another book by the deadline.
b. not a book with a movie/tv show.
17. Do you have any other questions for Miss McDivitt?

10. I understand that I should contact Miss McDivitt to
schedule a book talk as soon as I finish my book.
a. Yes, I understand.
b. No. Please help me understand.
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