TTCA Summer Reading

English 9 (2022-2023)
A child who reads will be an adult who thinks.
“Once you learn to read, you will be forever free.” ~Frederick Douglass

English 9 (2022-2023)
You may communicate with Miss McDivitt using the following methods:
❏ English 9 (2022-2023) on GC: All current TTCA students have been invited.
❏ Email: smcdivitt@twintiersca.org
❏ Text: 607-215-2651
“The man who does not read good books has no advantage over the man who can't read them.” ~(attributed to)Mark Twain
Summer Reading Checklist

Due Dates

❏ Get parent permission for any book you choose.
❏ Choose a book that meets the requirements below.
❏ Fiction book.
❏ You have never read it before.
❏ You did not start reading it before June 13, 2022.
❏ Books must be fully read in order to qualify as completed.
❏ Movie books are not allowed.
❏ Research both the book title and the book’s author on imdb.com. Be sure
to ask your parents for permission to use this website.
❏ At your reading/grade level. Your reading level may not be the same as your
grade. Choose a book that is slightly challenging for you.
❏ 9th grade reading level: Lexile: 1155-1495 (End of 8th/Beginning of 9th)
❏ Website to Help Find Books Lexile Level:
https://hub.lexile.com/find-a-book/search
❏ Can’t find your book on the website above? Use this link:
https://hub.lexile.com/analyzer
❏ Both physical and digital books are allowed (unless you are annotating).
❏ The book must be brought to school the first week and for your
presentation.
❏ Decide what project you want to complete to prove you read the book.
❏ Banner Project & Presentation (instructions attached to this packet)
❏ Annotate & Book Talk (instructions attached to this packet)
❏ Read your book.
❏ Completely read your book by the first day of school.
❏ Have your parents sign an accountability sheet declaring you have read the entire
book before the first day of school.
❏ Complete your project.
❏ Annotate: Complete this as you read.
❏ Book Talk: You will sign up for this when you return.
❏ Banner Project: I suggest that you take notes as you read and start the project
during the summer. However, the final project won’t be due until the second week
of school. I will give you time to work on your project at least one day during the
first week of school while your other classmates are giving their book talk to me.
❏ Presentation: You will sign up for this when we return. These will most
likely begin the second week of school.

★ Book fully read by the
first day of school.
Bring and leave the book
at school the first day.

★ Permission Slips: Bring
these on the first day of
school.

★ Projects:
○ Annotations: 1st day
of school
■ Book Talk: 1st
week of school
○ Banner: 2nd week of
school
■ Presentation:
2nd week of
school

“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.” ~ Dr. Seuss
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Before Reading
Parent/Guardian Permission
Because God gave your parents the responsibility of caring for your body, soul, and mind, they must give
their permission to read the book’s content and affirm this book is at your reading level.
Title of Book: ___________________________________________ Author: _________________________
*Parents, before you give your permission, I recommend double checking that your student has chosen a
book that matches the criteria in the instructions.
*Parents, here are some websites that might help you research the appropriateness of your child’s book
choice.
❏ Content:
❏ Pluggedin.com
❏ Commonsensemedia.org
❏ Goodreads
❏ Amazon
❏ Reading Level/Lexile Number
❏ https://hub.lexile.com/find-a-book/search
❏ Movie
❏ https://www.imdb.com/

Parent/Guardian Signature: __________________________________________________________________

After Reading
Parent/Guardian Accountability
To the best of my knowledge, my child finished the above-mentioned book before the due date. I believe
they have read this to the best of their ability.

Parent/Guardian Signature: __________________________________________________________________
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Annotations & Book Talk Checklist (100 points)
While you read, annotate your book.
● Annotation means to actively read your book by writing, highlight, underline, etc. in your
book as you read. Below is a list of the different types of annotations. You should use all of
the different types of annotations.
● Be sure to also annotate for the following literary terms you learned in English 8. I’ve
attached handouts to this packet explaining each in case you have forgotten them.
○ Conflict
○ Plot
○ Setting
○ Characters
○ Theme

Book Talk: A book talk is a conversation you will have with me about your book. You tell me about
the story, and I ask you questions. Your job is to convince me that you read the book. You may bring
one 3x5 card of notes to help you remember some details.) I will be flipping through your book
looking at your annotations and possibly asking you about some. This conversation lasts about 5-10
minutes. (Students are usually very nervous about these talks, but they are actually very easy. I am
excited to talk about your book with you.)
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Banner & Presentation Checklist (100 points)
While you read, I suggest you take notes over your book to help you complete your banner project.
● Take notes over:
○ Conflict
○ Plot
○ Setting
○ Characters
○ Theme
● I have attached the handouts to explain each of these literary terms.
Banner Project: I suggest you start this at home. You will have at least one day in school the first
week. You will make a banner over your book with 7 different pennants. Examples are attached at
the end of this packet. (You will supply the information, art work, and art supplies. I will supply the
string.)
● Conflict
○ Describe two major conflicts in the story.
○ Identify each conflict as either internal or external.
○ Add images and graphics to represent each conflict.
● Plot
○ Climax
■ Describe the turning point and the most intense point in a story.
■ Add images and graphics to represent the climax.
○ Resolution (Denouement)
■ Describe the solution to the protagonist’s problem and the conflict being
resolved.
■ Describe a main character’s internal or external growth.
■ Add images and graphics to represent the resolution.
● Setting
○ Identify the time and place of two major scenes in the story.
○ Add an image of each scene
○ Identify the mood (atmosphere/emotions/feelings) of each scene.
● Character
○ Protagonist= the main character who deals with the conflict
■ Add the character's name in large font.
■ Add an image of the antagonist or an image that represents the antagonist.
■ Add 5 descriptive character traits.
■ Identify the protagonist.
■ Add a notable character quote.
○ Antagonist= the character who causes conflict for the main character
■ Add the character's name in large font.
■ Add an image of the antagonist or an image that represents the antagonist.
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■ Add 5 descriptive character traits.
■ Identify the antagonist.
■ Add a notable character quote.
● Theme
○ Write as a statement and the focal point of the pennant
○ Explicitly state one or two themes of the story.
○ Add images or graphics to represent and support the theme of the story.
Banner Pennant Rubric: Here is how you will be graded.
● Completed according to written instructions on the pennant of choice.
● Attractive color scheme with virtually no white space.
● Legible dark and bold text. Final text should not be written in pencil.
● Appropriate images. Images may be concrete, abstract, sketched, printed or cut out.
● Securely glued reinforced backing such as construction paper, cardstock, or poster board.
● Pennant and backing are cut out and trimmed neatly.
● Error free in grammar, mechanics, and/or spelling.
● Name, date, and class on the back of the pennant.
● Include the title of the novel or story, author, and genre on the back of the pennant.
● Attention to detail, high quality of work, including no fold, creases and crumples.
● Quality of work reflects knowledge and understanding of the novel or story.
Presentation: You will present your banner to your English class. You may select two classmates to
hold your pennant while you present this to the class. You will be expected to place your pennants
on the class in the order that will benefit your presentation. (This presentation will be part of my
speech diagnostic to start off the year.) After your presentation, your classmates will ask you
questions about your book that you will be expected to answer.
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Literary Terms Handouts
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